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Overview of the Reciprocal Teaching Method 
 

The Reciprocal Teaching method is a literacy based 
instructional strategy that was introduced by Lori 

Oczkus in 2018. This strategy utilizes four unique, yet 
vital, reading skills that students use when gaining a 

holistic understanding of a book. This method is a 
great tool for students attempting to develop skills 
necessary at comprehending books to the best of their 

ability, and can be used for any form of reading 
instruction including: guided reading, small group 

instruction, whole group book analysis, etc.  
 

“​Today a reader, tomorrow a leader. ​-Margaret Fuller” 
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Reciprocal Teaching Method  

The Reciprocal Teaching Method is essentially a four skill 
strategy that can be broken down into three overarching 

processes: pre-reading, during reading, and post-reading. The 
chart below explains each step with more detail for student 

steps and strategies; each may vary slightly per grade level and 
some students may need extra support/scaffolding.  

When:  Before Reading  During Reading  After Reading 

RT Step:   Predict  Clarify  Question  Summarize 

Strategy: 

Students will 
use background 
knowledge, book 
covers, and book 
previews to 
determine what 
they think the 
book will be 
about.  

Students will 
identify 
unfamiliar 
vocabulary in 
the text that 
will give the 
teacher an 
opportunity to 
address 
individual 
misconceptions.  

Students will 
compose 
factual, 
inferential, 
and/or 
critical 
thinking 
questions 
surrounding 
the text to 
foster 
comprehension 
and address 
misconception. 

Students will 
go through 
the book and 
give a 
summary for 
each chapter, 
section, 
and/or 
holistic 
summary.  

Pro Tip:  

Have students 
discuss with 
each other their 
predictions. 
Bring it back 
after reading to 
see how accurate 
the predictions 
are.  

Tell students 
it is okay to 
not know a 
word. Encourage 
them to write 
words that they 
also have 
trouble 
pronouncing.  

Give students 
independence 
when writing 
questions. 
Anything is 
better than 
nothing.  

Use your own 
discretion 
when creating 
summary 
exercises- 
you know your 
students 
best! 

 
**Attached to the next few pages are resources that could be used for 
the implementation of this strategy in the classroom. 
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Appendix A: Reciprocal Teaching Method Anchor Chart 

 
RT Anchor Chart-  Photo by Kara Collins 
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Appendix B: Reciprocal Teaching Method Graphic Organizer 

Predict:​ ​What will it be about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question:​What doesn’t make sense?  

Define:​Which ideas/words do I not know? Summarize:​What was it about?  

Reciprocal Teaching Graphic Organizer- Coleton Dudley 
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